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Xe - Staff Writer
An honest question landed Dordt College’s 
debate team in the hot seat at the 2017 National 
Christian College Forensics Invitational 
(NCCFI), held March 18-20.
“Are you guys ready?”
Addressed at the opposing team, a novice 
co-ed duo from Colorado Christian University, 
these four words were the first words to come 
out of Joshua Dorsett’s mouth during the round.
Dorsett and partner Harrison Burns are both 
freshman novice participants on the Dordt 
College Debate team. The debate, based on 
the resolution “This House would adopt the 
Benedictine option,” proved messy, due mostly 
to the obvious fact that the CCU team must have 
been unfamiliar with St. Benedict, Benedictine 
Monks and eggs benedict, for that matter.
Dordt brought five teams to Phoenix for this 
year’s NCCFI tournament: two varsity teams, 
two JV teams and two novice teams. While 
teams are generally made of pairs, the other 
novice “team” only included a single member: 
Tony Zou.
Zou, a Dordt sophomore, had to debate solo 
because no one else from Dordt could attend the 
tournament and no other school was willing to 
force one of their team members to be partners 
with a Dordt student.
“While listening to myself talk was a big plus, 
earning double the speaker points was the real 
advantage” Zou said. “I could have been in the 
running for top novice speaker if Josh hadn’t 
ruined everything.”
This isn’t the first time Dorsett has been in 
trouble for his language. At a debate earlier in 
the year, Dorsett used the word “middleman” 
during a debate. The opposing team claimed 
abuse, stating that the word “middleman” 
Debate expelled from competition, explore 
instead 
assumes the gender of the subject and upholds 
heteronormative constructs.
Caeden Tinklenberg, a varsity debater, said 
some debate rounds are decided based on 
which of the two teams is best at remaining 
gender neutral in their terminology. “It can be 
quite a challenge,” said Tinklenberg. “One little 
pronoun can kill any chance of winning.”
Some schools and teams are more repulsed 
by heteronormative and binary gender language 
than others. Grand Canyon University, the hosts 
of this year’s NCCFI tournament, does not take 
assumptions lightly. However, GCU assistant 
coach Michael Dvorak, who judged the debate 
round between Dorsett/Burns and CCU, 
graciously addressed the pair’s faux pas. When 
providing feedback after the round, he reminded 
Dorsett that when competing against a female 
always use gender neutral pronouns. Dvorak 
then blushed suddenly and quickly addressed 
the girl from Colorado Christian, saying “I’m 
so sorry, I didn’t mean to assume—“
“I’m a woman!” she retorted with enough 
indignation to singe the hair of Dvorak’s hipster 
beard.
“I think that would have been the end of it 
had Josh kept his mouth shut,” said Ben Kuiper. 
Kuiper, a Dordt junior, witnessed the debacle 
firsthand.
“I knew we were in trouble when he started 
to chuckle,” said Kuiper. “Josh is well-known 
on the team for speaking his mind without 
consideration of the repercussions.”
Back in the debate room, Dorsett exclaimed, 
“She told you!” at Dvorak. Dorsett recalls 
Continued on page 4
Sarri Knotsoori  - Staff Writer
Campus security deported eight students 
Friday night when they failed to present a 
valid Dordt student I.D. at the entrance of the 
Southview apartments. This event comes in 
Northwestern immigrants face Dordt wall
Leighton VanDerMooi  - Staff Writer
Over the past few years, Dordt’s steady 
enrollment increase has created a lack of on-
campus housing. Dordt administration has 
become overwhelmingly worried about what 
to do with the excess students, especially with 
the new pro-tech program starting next fall. 
This issue is especially causing problems for 
upperclassmen living in apartments as living 
spaces designed to hold three or four people, 
comfortably, will now be used to house five, 
six, even seven students. 
A couple cornfields away, Dordt’s neighbor to 
the south, Northwestern College, is facing the 
opposite problem and encountering enrollment 
and financial problems. However, in an effort 
to meet the needs of both schools, Robert 
Taylor, Dordt’s Dean of Students, contacted 
Marlon Haverdink, Northwestern’s Dean of 
Student Life, about Dordt’s housing shortage 
and proposed a plan that Haverdink jumped at 
without taking a breath. 
“We have had a major drop in enrollment in 
the past decade, and we have had whole halls 
sit empty for years,” Haverdink said. “When 
Robert contacted us about possibly renting out 
a few halls or even a whole building, we saw 
it as a good opportunity to help our financial 
situation.”  
Starting in the fall of 2017, Dordt will take 
over the first two floors of Northwestern’s boy’s 
dormitory, Colenbrander Hall, one floor of the 
boy’s dorm, Hospers Hall, one floor in the girl’s 
dorm, Fern Smith Hall and one wing in the 
girl’s dorm, Stegenga Hall.  
Lindsay Hubbell, resident director of Fern 
Smith Hall, is excited to integrate the women of 
the two schools.  
“I think this will offer the two schools a way 
to get to know each other better and gain a 
wider group of friends,” she said.
When Taylor first presented the plan to the 
student body, underclassmen were not as 
receptive as administration had anticipated.  
“You would have to wake up earlier in the




the midst of a recent influx of Northwestern 
students sneaking across the border of Dordt’s 
campus, searching for hope and opportunity 
not found in their homeland southeast of Sioux 
Center.
Called in at 11:45 p.m., campus security 
rushed to the scene, excited to finally do 
something interesting during their shift. 
Streaming in from all directions and ignoring 
the lack of roads through campus, their cars 
raced across the green space and screeched to 
a halt, cornering the students. After confronting 
them and demanding they present their I.D.s, 
their Northwestern origin became obvious. 
Campus security hand-cuffed the eight students, 
loaded them into a white van, and held them in 
the maintenance building until morning. The 
students were deported to Northwestern the 
next day.
Dordt and Northwestern, located 11 miles 
apart, are taking their mascots’ meanings to 
a whole new level—the Raiders are suddenly 
entering Dordt’s campus, trying to snatch 
a piece of the success found here. And the 
Defenders, well, they are doing just that—
defending their turf. The immigration debate is 
hitting closer to home more than ever before, 
and strong division separates Dordt’s campus 
community.
Some students extend a hand of help, filling 
the pockets of their baggy sweatshirts with 
apples from the Commons to feed the needy. 
The most outgoing students even invite the
Continued on page 5
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In the span of one year, Dordt College Student 
Health Services witnessed an increase from 
last year’s student FitBit usage to this year’s 
total amount. Students across campus are more 
focused on tracking daily steps and personal 
exercise goals, the small vibration and glowing 
dot count on their colored wrist bands hinting at 
the day’s activity level.
While Dordt athletes increase their step 
counts during team practices, other students feel 
Dordt’s campus and college setting are difficult 
places to achieve their step goals. A recent study 
by the United States Department of Health and 
Human Services may address another reason 
why Dordt students feel discouraged about 
using their FitBit.
 In the government-financed FitBit study, 
researchers found a troubling relationship 
between active lifestyles and members of the 
Christian Reformed Church of North America. 
Interestingly enough, the same study found a 
positive relationship between active lifestyles 
and members of the United Pentecostal Church 
International.
 “The study is concerning,” said Jonathan 
De Groot, Director of Worship Ministries and 
The Buffington Post
Worship Arts at Dordt College. “If we believe 
God is in every square inch of our lives, we 
must care about finding a way to change the 
study’s findings.” 
 The study reported some members of the 
Pentecostal Church reaching nearly 20,000 
steps during a Sunday morning worship service. 
Consequently, members of the Christian 
Reformed Church reached, at best, 3,000 steps 
during an entire Sunday.
 Already students on Dordt’s campus are 
taking the study seriously and striving to find 
ways to improve their step and FitBit records 
while remaining as members of the Christian 
Reformed Church.
 “I simply decided to up my organ lessons to 
two times a week,” said Dordt College senior 
Marshall Fynaardt. The steps gained from using 
the foot pedals caused Fynaardt’s step count to 
sky rocket.
 Dordt College senior Worship Arts major, 
Marta Vander Top, also stepped into action after 
reading the study. Last week, she talked with 
De Groot about how to make chapel and GIFT 
more active. 
“We plan to introduce actions to all of our 
chapel songs,” she said. “Maybe something like 
the children’s ‘Father Abraham’ song, only a 
Leighton VanDerMooi - Staff Writer
Dordt College students are again unsurprised 
by the number of engagements accumulating 
at this educational institution. Even the Wall 
Street Journal noticed thought enough to rank 
Dordt as number one in the nation for student 
engagement. 
To cope with the intense concentration of 
engagements, Dordt Student Services hired 
Eric Geels as a full-time marriage counselor. 
Geels, a recent social work graduate from Dordt 
College, has worked alongside Jessica Hulst, 
Campus Health counselor, to assist the newly-
engaged and newly-married couples.
“Even though this is my first year on the job, I 
witnessed this trend happen in the spring during 
my time at Dordt,” said Geels. 
“Right after spring break, my office flooded 
with appointments.”
Clubs such as PLIA, the spring break service 
project at Dordt, have contributed to the pairing 
up of couples since its creation, over 30 years 
ago. This years’ club co-chairs, senior Kevin 
Steiger senior Anya Kalsbeek, decided to truly 
“put love into action” by expressing their own 
fondness for each other. Then, this past week, 
Steiger proposed to Kalsbeek in the PLIA 
committee meeting room.
“This is something I have been looking 
forward to since freshman year,” Kalsbeek said. 
“It’s the real reason I came to Dordt – to get 
engaged.”
Steiger said he had been planning the proposal 
for the past few weeks and knew that the room 
they first met in would be the perfect place to 
pop the question.
“We weren’t actually dating, but we know 
each other and we are both single, so I thought 
‘what the heck?’ We should just get married,” 
said Steiger.
Dordt Hires Full Time Marriage Counselor to 
Facilitate Senior Scramble 
“You know, #seniorscramble and all that.”
Kalsbeek was recently accepted into medical 
school in San Antonio, Texas, so Steiger will be 
following her to become a house husband. You 
can join in on their engagement journey using 
the hashtag #StickingwithSteiger4lyfe.
This isn’t the first time Dordt has witnessed an 
engagement occur as the byproduct of a backup 
plan. Madi Van Soelen and Marcus De Weerd 
made a pact in their freshman year of college 
that if they did not meet anyone in college and 
were still single by spring break of their senior 
year, they would get married.
Now, almost four years later, the childhood 
friends are ready for the next step.
“I knew that I wanted to find a husband during 
college,” said Van Soelen, “it just turns out that 
some things take a little more planning than 
expected.”
Surrounded by friends, De Weerd proposed 
to Van Soelen under the clock tower on the 
evening of Monday, March 27.
“It was the most beautiful thing I have ever 
seen,” said Rachelle Riezebos, a friend of the 
couple. “There was not a dry eye on campus.”
Dordt’s administration is not oblivious to 
the reputation the college has for producing 
relationships. In order to best support potential 
marriage relationships, Dordt offers pre-
engagement and pre-marital counseling via 
Aaron Baart. In the past, this has been so well 
attended that the administration has had to offer 
extra sessions to accommodate the additional 
couples.
However, the work schedule for a full-time 
marriage counselor remains busy, though Geels 
feels that he will be able to adequately encourage 
engaged students to keep their actions within the 
‘college version.’”
Members of the Christian Reformed Church 
participate in a vast array of church music 
across the church denomination, contemporary 
to traditional. They stand up to greet those in 
the pews next to them, stand for each song and 
stand to exchange litany responses between the 
pastor and congregation. Yet amount the variety 
of steps, song and silence, church members’ 
step counts are few and far between during a 
morning service and even less prominent during 
an evening service.
De Groot and Vander Top plan to hold try-
outs for chapel and GIFT “action demonstrator” 
positions at the end of April for the 2017-18 
school year.
“This is not about a competition between 
Christian Reformed Church members and 
Pentecostal Church members,” De Groot said. 
“It is about encouraging active student lifestyles 
and eliminating any thought of a ‘Reformed 
Slump.’”
realm of socially acceptable physicality. In fact, 
Geels created a chart of “do’s” and “don’ts” for 
the couples, the list of “don’ts” including “Do 
not transfer chewing gum lip-to-lip in public,” 
and “Do not place your hand in your partner’s 
back pants pocket when walking to class.
Dordt understands this may not be the most 
orthodox approach to working in students’ 
lives, but they believe this is the best way to 
embrace their mission to impact “every square 
inch” of their student’s lives. 
Maxima van der Voot  - Staff Writer
As the Dordt College Science and Technology 
Center enters its completion stage, the 
humanities and social science departments have 
announced their plan to renovate the Ribbens 
Academic Complex within the next six years. 
“We’ve watched the Science Building get 
steadily bigger and fancier over the past four 
or five years, and we decided that we’ve had 
enough,” said communications professor Bruce 
Kuiper. “We’re quite bitter about it all. We 
decided it was time for the humanities to get 
some special treatment too.”
Usually, college building renovations are 
reviewed by the administration and the Board 
of Trustees before receiving approval. In this 
instance, the humanities and social sciences 
took the initiative and hired an independent 
contractor to oversee the project. Funding 
for this project will be raised by faculty and 
students in the participating departments.
The planned renovations include the addition 
of a third story, two skywalks and a 15-foot 
spire. 
“In the end, the Classroom Building will be 
exactly 30 feet taller than the Science Building 
and the total project will cost five percent more,” 
said philosophy professor Mark Tazelaar.
“The administration indicated that the 
next planned building remodel would target 
residence halls,” Kuiper said. “That makes 
sense, but we really couldn’t wait to get 
started on our improvements. So, we made a 
GoFundMe page.”
When the Classroom Building was renovated 
in 2009, it was equipped with new furniture, 
projectors, computer labs, a black box theatre 
and art facilities. These new renovations, 
however, will add a coffee shop and a screened 
porch to the building. In addition, one of the 
skywalks will connect the Classroom Building 
with West Hall and the other will stretch between 
the Classroom Building and the Commons.
“The funds will be tricky,” Tazelaar said. 
“Especially because our donor pool is primarily 
made up of people who graduated from Dordt 
with a degree in the humanities or social 
sciences, but I’m sure it’ll work out in the end.”
“Frankly, I’m not sure the planned 
improvements are worth the hassle of 
construction,” said junior social work major 
Franklin De Aardappel. “I’m a little jealous of 
all the attention STEM majors are getting, too, 
but I am not jealous of the racket of construction. 
Plus, I won’t even get to use the new facilities.”
If you are interested in supporting the 
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Lifelong friends De Weerd and Van Soelen beat 
the clock with an engagement before May 5.
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Sometimes it is difficult to get to class on 
time, especially when the weather acts up and 
the walk from the east side of campus to the 
classrooms seems five times as long.
That’s why junior and East Campus resident 
Kevin Kuyper decided to find an alternative 
solution to solve his tardiness (and general 
laziness) problem. After conducting much 
research about the different ways to get around 
campus, Kuyper ranked the best options for 
getting to class quickly.
Bikes seemed fastest, but they also required 
the most work to navigate and store. Longboards 
were pretty speedy, but did he really want to be 
one of those guys? And a scooter might work, if 
he was a freshman girl, that is. No, he decided 
in the end, none of those options seemed viable.
But then it hit him – almost literally, too, 
since he was busy focusing on the longboards 
speeding past him. One day, a cart with two 
girls and a guy pulled up to the entrance of the 
classroom building and the guy hopped off, 
grabbed two crutches and his backpack and 
went inside.
Kuyper glanced at his watch, then back at the 
cart as the girls sped away. And thus an idea was 
born.
The next day, Kuyper went to Student Services 
Student fakes injury for sake of 
timeliness 
hobbling on the crutches he had bought after 
a rough Freshmen Olympics session during 
WOW week. It may have just been his hoarding 
tendencies, but he thought it smart to keep 
them, and now he felt especially grateful for 
his smarts. Kuyper also wrapped his ankle in 
some cheap gauze from Walmart and spent time 
practicing his wincing and limping.
Kevin Kuyper was going to get to class on 
time.
After being granted access to one of the few 
carts on campus, Kuyper was able to get to 
class in about a third of the time it took him to 
walk. He even managed to achieve this without 
running pedestrians off the sidewalks, though 
he could go even faster when he refused to care 
about the other people walking to class.
Since he wasn’t the only one taking advantage 
of these carts, Kuyper made new friends during 
his experiment and found the majority of the 
other “injured” students using the carts had 
thought up the same plan as himself.
“We’re just smarter than other kids,” Kuyper 
said, shrugging and leaning on a crutch. 
“College is all about thinking creatively and 
coming up with new ideas and stuff. And that’s 
all I did. Work smarter, not harder.”
He said he hopes to continue the scheme until 
the end of the school year.
Giorgio A. Tsoukalos - Staff Writer
On Monday, March 27, an unnamed 
truth-seeking agent from The Diamond 
intercepted intelligence reaching 
back to last November. This evidence 
implicates a disturbing media cover-
up and questions the integrity of 
The Diamond since the time of editor 
Jonathan Janssen’s departure from the 
staff in early January.
In November 2016, The Diamond ran 
a controversial article containing 
overwhelming evidence pointing 
to an ongoing, covert Masonic 
presence weaved into Dordt College’s 
infrastructure.
At the time, the article was 
anonymously submitted to Janssen 
and senior Ashley Bloemhof, then 
co-editors of The Diamond, with 
the name “William Morgan” attached. 
After investigation, the name proved 
to belong to a famous anti-Masonic 
advocate who disappeared under 
suspicious circumstances in the early 
19th century. 
According to Diamond staff members, 
Janssen and Bloemhof strongly 
disagreed over whether The Diamond 
should publish the article or keep 
it concealed. In the end, Janssen 
published the article without 
Bloemhof’s consent, leading to 
further division between the editors.
You are being lied to...
After the paper was released, The 
Diamond received excessive backlash 
from the administration and much of 
the faculty. Many professors openly 
mocked Janssen in front of their 
students with ad hominem attacks 
on his character, personality and 
appearance. 
The student body remained altogether 
asleep and unwilling to consider the 
overwhelming evidence presented.
Now, recently-intercepted emails 
implicate Bloemhof and several 
of the most outspoken professors 
against Janssen as accomplices and 
disinformation agents, employed by 
the administration to detract from 
the surfacing of disturbing truths 
begun by “William Morgan,” now 
confirmed to be an alias of Janssen.
In one email, sent after Janssen’s 
article was published in November, 
Dordt College Provost Dr. Eric Forseth 
directs Bloemhof to “discredit 
Janssen by any means necessary.” When 
Bloemhof asks Forseth for advice in 
achieving this goal, Forseth suggests 
running several controversial 
articles in The Diamond as diversion 
operations. One such article, as 
suggested by a different email from 
Forseth to senior Caeden Tinklenberg, 
was a political column on the global 
Women’s Marches. The article did 
go to print, prompting several 
impassioned replies in the next issue 
and successfully wiping the public 
mind of the November article.
In another email, Criminal Justice 
faculty chair Donald Roth faces a job-
performance warning for questioning 
the administration in the wake of 
Janssen’s allegations. “Janssen 
doesn’t seem like a team-player,” 
said Forseth in the email. “Do you 
want to be part of the team, Don?” 
Above all, emails between 
maintenance and administration – 
including a disturbing picture of 
Janssen, surrounded by concrete, and 
bound and bloodied - suggest that he 
is being held captive somewhere in 
Dordt’s maintenance tunnels. 
In order to confirm the truth of 
these photos, undercover Diamond 
operatives snuck into the tunnels in 
hopes of finding Janssen, but he could 
not be found. 
“The whole place is like a labyrinth,” 
said an anonymous operative. “We 
could hear some kind of wailing. We 
can only assume it was [Janssen.]”
The official story is that Janssen 
traveled to the UK for the Scholar’s 
Semester in Oxford. However, these 
leaked emails suggest that an 
independent service, hired by Dordt 
College for PsyOp campaigns, has 
been managing Janssen’s online and 
interpersonal presence, manipulating 
photos and videos to make him appear 
as if he’s in the UK.
Email evidence suggests that 
a COINTELPRO-like operation is 
taking place at Dordt College, with 
agents forming a clandestine shadow 
administration under the manipulation 
of the investment board and behind 
the backs of many of the faculty 
members.
Other evidence implicates President 
Eric Hoekstra, Provost Forseth and 
several other administrators in the 
Council of Christian Colleges and 
Universities in attempts to establish 
a New World Order (NWO) in the name 
of “kingdom-building.” Evidence 
also suggests that even the Masonic 
evidence was planted at Dordt College 
in a false-flag attempt to divert 
attention from the true mass-takeover 
plans.
The writer advises Diamond readers 
to be on the lookout for hit pieces on 
Janssen in upcoming issues, as well 
as other false-flag narratives that 
attempt to draw awakened students and 
faculty away from the trail.
Big Brother is watching you, 
telling you “War is peace. Freedom 
is slavery. Ignorance is strength.” 
Keep on the trajectory to truth and 
the truth will be found.
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In the wake of President Trump’s tweet 
claiming that he was wiretapped by Obama, 
other prominent figures are coming forward and 
claiming they too have been wiretapped. Last 
week, President of Dordt College Erik Hoekstra 
announced via Facebook that he believed he 
was being wiretapped by a group that wants him 
out of office: the Raiderettes.  
This group vehemently denies their 
involvement in Hoekstra’s claim.
“These claims are simply ridiculous!” said 
Michelle Fizard, spokesperson for the group. 
“I can hardly believe my ears! The audacity! 
Typical.”
“We don’t have the authority to wiretap 
people, obviously,” Fizard said.
Other members of the organization flooded 
the internet with similar statements. In a fiery 
blog post, Raiderette Abigail Ewok wrote, 
“This idea was totally fabricated because we 
don’t have the power to do anything like that.” 
Even with so many people commenting on 
the possibility – or impossibility – of such 
a wiretap, it is difficult for people to find 
anyone discussing the actual supposed leaked 
information. Dordt administration is currently 
investigating these claims. 
Hoekstra’s Wiretapping 
Scandal Proliferates
A further complication to the investigation 
is that with the rise of wireless technology a 
physical bug is not necessarily be the only way 
to wiretap a phone. There is also much debate 
about whether President Hoekstra, in his post, 
meant that he specifically was being wiretapped 
or that members of administration that work 
closely with him were being wiretapped
 “It’s an outrage!” Amy VanDer said. “This 
just really shows how low people are willing to 
stoop just to get their way.”
On the other hand, Thomas Blunier believes 
the whole thing was made up.
“I can’t believe how paranoid people are,” 
Blunier said. “I mean, it’s ridiculous for anyone 
to think that these guys could actually put a 
wiretap into President Hoekstra’s phone.”
In a later statement, President Hoekstra said 
the wiretap is evidence that nothing has changed 
since Nixon and that indeed McCarthyism 
still runs rampant even in the most pastoral 
American settings.
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Dordt received yet another ranking this past 
week, this time for offering the greatest on-
campus burger line in the state. 
“Dordt’s been getting recognized left and 
right!” said Advancement employee Amee 
Jones, who promotes awareness of the rankings 
around campus. She expressed Dordt pride by 
plastering relevant articles all over her office 
door, and she willingly offers to explain them to 
anyone who shows the smallest bit of interest. 
However, the latest ranking – the one ranking 
Dordt as second in campus beauty – depressed 
her. 
“We were so close to getting first! Where is 
there a more beautiful campus than Dordt?” 
said Jones. She had called the CUO (Christian 
Universities Online) to place a complaint on 
behalf of Dordt’s faculty, but has yet to receive 
a reply.
Dordt received a multitude of rankings in the 
past academic year, including:
 • #1 in Student Engagement in the 
nation (Wall Street Journal)
 • #2 in Most Beautiful Campus in the 
Midwest (CUO)
 • Best Bang for the Buck School 
(Washington Monthly)  
 • One of the strangest art collections in 
the conservative Midwest (Reader’s Digest)
 • The Only Christian College in Iowa 
with the College of Distinction Award
 • The most confusing parking space in 
Northwest Iowa (Sioux Center Rides)
 “What difference does it make, anyways?” 
said freshman Dave Berg, “Other colleges 
receive just as much praise, only for other 
stuff.” Other students agree that rankings are 
only as popular as the student body that makes 
Dordt Ranks Again
them. 
 On Friday, Student Symposium conducted 
an unplanned two-hour meeting to discuss how 
they may rank all of Dordt’s qualities. Members 
since then have been spotted everywhere on 
campus taking surveys pinpointing different 
aspects of Dordt. The most prominent are 
tables in the Grille area, loitering around 
the awkwardly situated recycling bins in the 
classroom buildings, and around the glass doors 
of the library. 
 “We soon hope to determine how Dordt 
ranks on every level possible,” said sophomore 
symposium member Jake Strom, quickly 
excusing himself to catch another student for 
his survey. 
 Freshman Sandra Rocky from San Diego 
huffed at the Wall Street Journal ranking on the 
Dordt community. 
 “Really, these are insignificant rankings 
in the bigger picture,” said Rocky. Her high 
school, she said, received an award for a record 
amount of diverse professional garage bands in 
the nation. After that, nothing otherwise will 
impress her. 
“I mean, seriously. This school is great, 
but community is such an undefinable thing, 
you know?” said Rocky, who chose Dordt’s 
surmounting rankings as the topic for her next 
speech. 
“Rankings schmankings!” said Berg, “If the 
next one that comes out has to do with Shalom, 
I’m moving back to Michigan!” While Berg 
said he thinks the rankings are overrated, they 
do increase his confidence in his educational 
choice.
 Symposium hopes to have their results 
posted campus-wide, in print and online, by 
Friday. 
Debate expelled from 
competition (cont.) 
Continued from page 1
snickering at the judge, as well.
Dvorak stormed out of the room so fast that 
he forgot the ballot, said Kuiper, who felt 
compelled to chase the judge down the hallway 
yelling, “Sir!”
The evidence of Dordt’s flagrant lack of 
gender neutral noun usage was overwhelming. 
Between Dorsett’s “you guys,” Kuiper’s “Sir!” 
and another grievance involving Dordt coach 
Bruce Kuiper (he allegedly wrote “beginning 
the piece with sexual moaning is not very lady-
like” on the ballot of an interpretive poetry 
event that he was judging), GCU’s forensic 
director Barry Regan had little choice but to bar 
Dordt from further tournament participation.
To top off the charges, it was revealed 
that Dordt brought only male-identifying 
competitors to this year’s invitational—a clear 
endorsement of patriarchy.
Jordan Swanson, a senior and four-year 
debate veteran, tried to convince the judge 
that he was indeed gender-fluid; brandishing 
his lack of facial hair, pip-squeaky voice 
and short stature as evidence of a rigorous 
hormone regimen he’d been on since his early 
adolescent years. When questioned about his 
suit, Swanson assured Regan that he stole 
the look from Hillary Clinton. Regan, who 
announced at the beginning of the tournament 
that “while Arizona went red this election, my 
team and I were devout Clinton voters,” was not 
convinced.
Michel Gomes, a junior varsity debater, saw a 
silver lining amidst the team’s banning.
As an international student from Senegal, 
Gomes doesn’t get out much. However, the 
curtailed tournament left an extra day in the 
itinerary for exploring Phoenix, and Gomes, 
Tinklenberg and Zou made the most of it. After 
sleeping in, the three rented a car from a stranger 
and drove to Phoenix’s Sonoran Preserve. Just 
after noon, the group started up the 4.7 mile 
Dixie Mountain Loop Trail.
“Caeden almost died,” Gomes said.
Tinklenberg made three mistakes— the first 
being that he allowed the group to sleep in, 
setting them back to start the hike at high noon. 
He then made the mistake of picking an 
“easy” hike with very little elevation change. 
The problem with this choice? Such hikes have 
no outcroppings or sources of shade. 
Tinklenberg’s third mistake was his decision 
to drink tea before the hike. Regular tea would 
have been fine, but Tinklenberg opted for 
sweet tea, a substance that is arguably more 
dehydrating than salt water.
“We stopped at least 20 times,” Zou said, “and 
literally every time we took a break Michel 
(seemingly unaffected by the heat) reminded 
Caeden how America’s physical education 
pales in comparison to that of Senegal boarding 
school’s, where Michael sometimes had to run 
for thirty minutes straight in 113 degree heat.”  
Tinklenberg saw no humor in joke. “My hands 
were swollen to the point where I could hardly 
see my wedding ring under the bulges of skin,” 
Tinklenberg said. His Apple watch recorded a 
peak heart rate of 169bpm – “And I was just 
walking!”
The reward for spending three hours under the 
blistering Sonoran sun?
Authentic Moroccan cuisine at Couscous 
Express. As funny as the name sounds, the food 
tasted “legit,” according to Zou. Gomes, who 
found the establishment online, was delighted 
to discover that the owner was fluent in French 
(the official language of Senegal).
“It was like being back home” Gomes said. 
“A long hike in the desert, couscous and a 
francophone made Phoenix a little piece of 
paradise.”
Continued from page 1
 morning, the commute is, like, 20 minutes 
long and there are only two busses going back 
and forth to campus,” said freshman nursing 
major Mikaela Patterson. “It seems like it will 
be a pain in the butt.”
However, as the idea moved out of the 
planning stages and more details were offered, 
students began to get on board.  
“I feel like this adds a new dynamic to the 
college experience,” said Joseph Bartels, a 
freshman worship arts major. “It also doubles 
the dating pool, which is a plus.”
After spring break, a small group tested the 
Dordt overflow (cont.)
waters and agreed to occupy a few of the empty 
rooms at Northwestern for the remainder of the 
semester. These students are those with more of 
a lax schedule whose classes start later in the 
day.
Starting in the fall of 2017, 150 Dordt students 
will move into Northwestern housing.
All students participating in the program will 
receive a shared meal plan that can transfer 
between both colleges. Plus, students get 50 
dollars to spend at the Northwestern book store, 
a strategy that will allow them fit in on the 
Orange City campus. Students will receive free 
access to the Raiders’ library, gym and other on-
campus amenities, as well. 
Photo Credit: Ben Kuiper
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Lavender A. Tory - Staff Writer
It’s an unavoidable part of life. It’s sometimes 
inconvenient, sometimes time-consuming, but 
always worth the effort. What is it?
It’s pooping.
Since this act is so integral to our existence, it 
would make sense that we would want the best 
possible experience whenever we engage in the 
action. 
And who better to inform you on that topic 
than the Zircon? 
Through a series of tests and evaluations, the 
Zircon took on the task of testing the bathrooms 
at Dordt and conclusions have been made.
So—let’s talk toilet. I’ll start with my personal 
favorites and then walk you through some of the 
bad, and even the downright crappy, bathrooms 
of Dordt College. I’ll then give you my own 
ratings and also let you hear from your fellow 
Dordtians. 
Women’s bathroom outside the theater pod: 
worthy
Its primary purpose may be number two, 
but this bathroom is number one on my list. 
There are plenty of stalls, so there’s always one 
open. Not just that, but you can usually find an 
unoccupied stall that’s not directly next to one 
in use. Somehow, even when there are plenty of 
people in the bathroom, you still get a feeling of 
privacy. Full points awarded.
“I just have this feeling of being serene and 
unrushed whenever I sit down in there,” said 
senior Emily Postma. “I’m going to miss [that 
bathroom] when I graduate.”
Plus, you can hit unsuspecting bystanders 
with the door on your way out.
For the men, this bathroom’s counterpart is 
located over by the Digital Media lab. While 
the bathroom is still high in quality, the urinal-
to-stall-ratio is too high to let it be an ultimate 
winner.
The Grille: worthy
If you decide to take this bathroom option, 
there are plenty of things to be thankful for. 
While the toilets are not automatic, they at 
least flush forcefully. There are plenty of stalls 
and sinks to go around, so you never have to 
wait for someone else to finish. If you relieve 
The Scoop on Dordt Poop
yourself at the right time of day, you can even 
be serenaded by the worship team practicing in 
the basement. Besides the fact that several of 
the stalls don’t lock correctly, these bathrooms 
are winners for both ladies and gents.
The Science Building, main lobby: missed by 
a hair
The concept is nice. Automatic flushing, 
powerful hand-dryer, visually pleasing tile on 
the floor. The execution, though, could use some 
work. The bathroom is placed in a convenient 
location, perfect for dropping by between 
classes, but because it’s convenient for you, it’s 
also convenient for about 50 other people at that 
same moment.
Freshman Victoria Brander once arrived late 
to class because of such bathroom line issues. 
“When I walked in, I saw the line and tried 
to turn around and walk back out,” Victoria 
Brander said, “but so many people walked in 
after me that it was impossible to leave.”
The library: middle of the road
Upsides: Convenient location, always well-
stocked with toilet paper, the air freshener is 
usually working, it offers complementary lotion 
and there’s a nice entryway where you can 
hang up your coat and have awkward bathroom 
conversations. 
Downsides: Only two stalls equals poor 
soundproofing. If we’re sitting in the Study 
Café, we can hear when you flush. We can also 
hear your singing and/or whistling. Your stall is 
not your own.
The location of the doors also create space for 
plenty opportunities for awkward eye contact 
and collisions with people at the drinking 
fountain. Of course, whether or not that’s a 
downside is all a matter of perspective.
“It’s a great place to play drinking fountain 
roulette,” said senior Eric Rowe, a normal 
library patron. “The whole time you’re filling 
up your water bottle, you just stare directly at 
the door to the women’s restroom.”
He would not disclose specific roulette 
examples, nor offer a demonstration.
Dorm restrooms: good luck
Yeah, this is a bit of a wide category, but 
it’s probably best to talk about them all in one 
fell swoop. The bathroom in second floor East 
stinks—literally. The problem has gotten so bad 
that, in addition to providing air conditioners 
for those with asthma, Dordt administration 
is discussing taking students with similar 
breathing problems and relocating them away 
from the offending bathroom.
West Hall bathrooms? That’s up to whichever 
of your roommates cleans them, although some 
toilets are nicer than others. 
Covey can be hit or miss. You have to be 
careful which stalls to do number two in, since 
some toilets used to be urinals and thus are more 
easily plugged. The plus side is that you don’t 
have to clean them, but they don’t get cleaned 
on weekends. This means that if someone does 
something stupid, you’re stuck with it until 
Monday.
“I don’t even know what was festering in stall 
five,” said sophomore Megan Van Den Berg, 
“but it was not produced by a human.”
In other words, your dorm bathroom 
experience depends on whom you live with, no 
matter what dorm you end up in.
The “Data Den” bathrooms: Downright 
Crappy
For those not familiar, this bathroom is 
located below the hallway connecting the 
Science Building to the Classroom Building. 
Among those who have tried it, this bathroom 
consistently ranks near the bottom of the list. 
It’s cramped, it’s creepy and something’s slowly 
eating away at the ceiling. And the walls. And 
the faucets. 
“It either smells like some killer mold is 
clawing its way into my lungs or like someone 
died on the pot,” said senior Nathan Ryder, a 
“Data Den” regular.
Add this to the fact that the toilet seat is much 
higher than regulation bathrooms and the crack 
in the stall panels is inconveniently revealing. In 
conclusion, the bad outweighs the good on this 
one. It’ll do in a pinch, but you may want to try 
other options if you want a pleasant bathroom 
experience.
The Takeaway
What works for one person may not work for 
others. Maybe someone doesn’t like feeling 
musical vibrations through the floor while 
they’re trying to pee in peace. Or, maybe 
someone prefers the “Data Den” bathroom 
because it’s less frequented. Ultimately, 
everyone’s different; do what works for you. 
However, keep this list in mind the next time 
you feel the need to go. You won’t find me 
giving you 
Photo Credit: Lavender A. Tory
Northwestern immigrants face 
Dordt wall (cont.)
Continued from page 1
 immigrants to chapel, hoping Aaron Baart’s 
messages point them to God for encouragement 
in their dire situation.
“I know it’s hard for us to understand 
sometimes, but Northwestern students are 
people too,” said Megan Van Der Zuiderduin, a 
sophomore social work major.
Other students pass by the Northwestern 
students on the other side of the sidewalk.
Obviously not “color blind,” a group of 
Dordt students held an anti-immigration 
demonstration. Gold flags waved in the wind, 
and one student went as far as painting “Better 
Dead Than Red” across his chest.
“They’re taking our work study jobs. They’re 
eating our food. They come in with radical 
beliefs, weakening our Christian Reformed 
stronghold,” said Dan Vandroogenbroeck, a 
senior majoring in biology. “It’s absurd.”
An ex-Northwestern student and recent 
immigrant, whose name will remain confidential 
in order to prevent possible harm, shared his 
thoughts in a secret interview.
“Northwestern is collapsing,” he said. “It is 
financially unstable and programs are being cut. 
The college appears happy and thriving from 
the outside. But its internal health is going into 
a tailspin, placing it on a sort of ‘financial life 
support’ from donors.”
“Every Northwestern student and alum who 
ever lived knew deep down that they made a 
mistake. I can’t live with that regret, so here I 
am at Dordt.”
President Erik Hoekstra called Dordt 
administration into an emergency meeting 
Monday morning to discuss the present 
situation. Hoekstra has crafted a controversial 
solution to the problem.
He wants to build a wall.
Reaching 30 feet into the sky, it would run 
along the southern border of campus. Hoekstra 
is determined to make it beautiful, hiring the 
creator of the Gift statue to design a structure 
that both keeps out Northwestern immigrants 
and provides a complimentary backdrop to the 
prairie. And, of course, the wall will be brick 
to match the aesthetic of every other building 
on campus. In lieu of barbed wire, miniature 
French fry sculptures will spurn even the most 
dedicated climbers.
When asked how it would be funded, President 
Hoekstra replied with a chuckle. “If we can dish 
out the money to support a football team of 
almost 100 athletes, I think we can scrounge up 
the pennies to build a wall.” Hoekstra scoffed 
at allegations that Northwestern would pay for 
the wall.
To the relief of many, Hoekstra promises 
that it would be constructed with much more 
urgency than the campus’s skywalk, to the relief 
of many.
The home of every alumni will soon be 
ringing with phone calls asking for financial 
support. President Hoekstra is confident that his 
smiling support paired with the sweet-talking of 
students working in the call center will cause 
money to come pouring in for the wall.
“I will not be satisfied until this wall is 
complete,” said Hoekstra, “every square inch 
of it.”
The Scarlet Pimpernel - Staff Writer
Levels are usually reserved for the most 
heinous offenses at Dordt College, such as 
riding bicycles on the roof of the Rec center, 
having sex in the prayer room or plugging 
extension cords into electrical outlets not 
contained in the Hulst Library. Now, the list 
of crimes covered in the level system has 
expanded to include claiming that Reformed 
theology and its traditions are not the best way 
to seek shalom. 
As of March 27, students can receive levels 
by denying, renouncing or otherwise belittling 
the Calvinistic, Kuyperian, Dooyeweerdian 
and Jamie-Smithian heritage of Dordt College. 
Speaking up in class, the Commons or at any 
Dordt-sponsored event held off-campus will 
immediately earn students between three to 75 
levels that will culminate until expulsion.  
At 8:01 a.m. the day the policy was instituted, 
senior engineering major Mark Brauning 
became the first casualty of the new policy 
change when he received three levels for 
subliminally inferring that religion didn’t affect 
the way he completed his multivariable calculus 
project. 
“I would have thought that after three years, 
he would have learned to keep his head down 
and accept that there is a distinctly Christian 
way to take a quintuple derivative and move 
on with his life,” said fellow classmate Daniel 
Lucht.
The Zircon caught up with Brauning and found 
out that his comments are nothing new. In fact, 
he has been tempted to utter anti-Kuyperian 
slurs on at least three separate occasions. 
Three levels for denying 
Reformed thought
“I usually mutter complaints under my breath 
to my friends in a safe place with no possibility 
of public shaming,” Brauning said. “But I guess 
it just slipped out.”
Brauning went on to say he takes nothing back 
and he offered no words of warning to other 
Dordt students.
“Hey you’ve got to do some wild and crazy 
things while you’re young,” Brauning said.
This is the first blatant disregard of theological 
concepts and traditions built up over hundreds of 
years on Dordt’s campus. Starting as freshmen, 
Dordt students understand the unspoken 
expectation to blindly swallow all Reformed 
theological components that their professors 
integrate into classes. Professors may only 
receive a position at Dordt under the oath that 
they will persistently infiltrate curriculum and 
class discussions with Reformed thought.
“We do a good job of catching students early,” 
said Dean of Students Robert Taylor. “It speaks 
to our mission of raising up kingdom citizens. 
Learning to live within a vibrant reformed 
church after graduation is a valuable skill.”
Taylor explained that after taking Core 100, 
students usually learn that disagreeing with the 
“written, spoken and God-breathed words of 
Abraham Kuyper and Herman Dooyeweerd is 
just not what we do here.”
Dordt’s Student Handbook details that, before 
this latest correction to the current level system, 
the punishment used to address anti-Reformed 
comments entailed a student being publicly 
beaten with the 400th anniversary edition of 
Calvin’s Institutes of the Christian Religion.
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Dordt’s science department recently proved 
reports of minor earthquake tremors on Dordt’s 
campus to be false alarms.
For over a month, the college has continued to 
receive such tremor reports from multiple West 
Coast students. The most recent report came 
from a shocked California freshman, Josh Van 
de Werg.
While munching on his wrap and reading 
The Communist Manifesto around 2:30 p.m. 
on Monday, Van de Werg experienced slight 
tremors beneath his feet that caused him to drop 
both his wrap and his literature. He curled up as 
tightly as possible underneath a table with his 
book and arms covering his head. Van de Werg 
said the tremors continued for some time.
“The rumbles seemed fairly consistent, either 
in counts of 3/4 or 4/4,” Van de Werg said.
In California, all students are required to 
learn drills in the incident of an earthquake, 
and he said he is frustrated and fearful that 
Dordt students are not receiving this necessary 
training in addition to their ther core work.
“Earthquakes can come at any time,” Van 
de Werg said. “Don’t wait until it’s too late to 
understand proper emergency procedures.”
He plans to meet with President Hoekstra next 
week to propose a prevention plan.
Van de Werg confessed to having a 
seismograph set up in his dorm room. He said 
it recorded a 3.7 intensity on the Richter scale. 
Of the 100,000 minor occurrences every year, 
Van de Werg is convinced that over 100 of those 
instances occur in Sioux Center. He looked to 
Wikipedia to back up his claim, quoting that, 
“shaking of indoor objects can be noticeable” 
with minor earthquakes.
Science professor Stan Martin discredited Van 
de Werg’s claims the moment he heard them, 
but Martin conducted an investigation anyway.
“The platonic structure of Midwestern 
America is not capable of producing such 
a natural disaster as an earthquake,” Martin 
said after conducting two days of research. He 
even contacted the University of Washington 
Emergency Management for further details and 
assurance.
After much angst and trembling spreading 
around Dordt’s West Coast population, Martin 
made a discovery that cracked the case: Dordt’s 
worship teams practice in the lowest level of the 
Campus Center.
Director of Campus Ministry Jon De Groot 
apologized for the confusion, but he said the 
teams will continue to practice in the worship 
arts room as before.
Bass player Davey Smith laughed when he 
heard about the confusion.
“I never thought we could cause such chaos,” 
Smith said. “It wasn’t intentional. But now 
Earthquake Scare Really Just Worship Arts Students Playing the 
Drums
when we’re down there practicing, I can’t get 
outta my head how confused those students 
get.”
Van de Werg admitted he found it strange 
that students from the Midwest didn’t seem to 
be affected by the tremors. He now realizes his 
error in observance but still avoids dining in the 
Grille area. The stress and trauma it caused him 
affected his grades, and he hopes to catch up 
safely in the basement corners of the library.
Smith warns students to stay safe during the 
weekly shock occurrences by staying out of 
unstable doorways, avoiding electrical outlets 
and avoiding the bathrooms on the lower level 
of the Campus Center at all costs.
Dragon Mahfeet - Staff Writer
Everyone knows that music, theatre and fine 
arts bring in all the big money to institutions of 
higher learning. For this reason, scholarships in 
these fields are priced up to three times more 
than athletic scholarships. Then, last Thursday, 
a historic decision marked the first $40,000 
art scholarship Dordt has ever offered when 
child protégé Marlisa Vander Sculpture, from 
LyndenHollandRipon, AL, signed to play at 
Dordt.
Vander Sculpture announced her intention 
to participate in Dordt’s fine arts program and 
join the art department. Throughout her senior 
year in high school, Vander Sculpture, a 5’6” 
subtractive sculptor, molded 715 maquettes, 
1516 cute little mugs and 74 pieces of sculpture 
in the round. She is adept in clay, marble, trash, 
banana peels and even created a sculpture from 
the bones of those unfit to behold her artistic 
brilliance. 
“We are very pleased to add Marlisa to our 
program. She had an outstanding senior season 
at LyndonHollandRipon under head sculpting 
teacher Van Vanwink,” said Dordt College art 
professor Matt Drissel.  
“Marlisa has the ability to make others around 
her better and she certainly did that this past year 
in leading the sculpting team,” Drissel said. “In 
addition, Marlisa possesses a high sculpting IQ 
that coincides with her competitive spirit. These 
intangibles will help Marlisa immensely as she 
transitions to the college level.”
To support Vander Sculpture’s scholarship 
and other scholarships of increased funding to 
the arts, Dordt decided to cut the volleyball, 
soccer, basketball, golf and track programs.
“This signing opens up many possibilities for 
Extravagant art spending 
threatens athletics
the arts at Dordt,” said Dordt College President 
Erik Hoekstra.
“I like sports as much as the next president 
of the college,” Hoekstra said. “But sometimes 
being distinctly different in our Reformed 
heritage means conforming to the way that the 
world works. And the trend we’re experiencing 
at Dordt today is happening nationwide.”
Enrollment in sports-related fields of study, 
such as exercise science and recreation, is 
at an all-time low at the college, while the 
music department recently issued 16 full-
ride performance scholarships for next fall’s 
incoming freshman. 
In its desperate struggle against the 
inevitability of the devaluation of sports in 
modern American culture, Dordt’s athletic 
program is leaning on its frail association with 
the real moneymaking vehicle on campus: 
music, music and more music.
“Thank goodness for pep band!” said 
Athletic Director Glen Bouma. “We’re actually 
considering more ways to tap into the massive 
economic potential that is Dordt’s funding for 
the arts!” Bouma hopes to funnel more money 
into the athletic program by making similar 
collaborations with the arts, including adding 
a theatre fusion intro to baseball and softball 
games that he hopes will draw crowds. In 
addition, revenue from a giant sculpture of 
Dordt junior Xavier Caffee is set to fund half of 
next season’s football games. 
In terms of Vander Sculpture’s scholarship, the 
art and music departments believe the financial 
trend will continue, and they look forward to 
expanding funding in these areas in the near 
future. “We are looking forward to Marlisa 
having an excellent career as a Defender,” 
Drissel said.
James Mudsplash – Staff Writer
Northwestern’s college newspaper, The 
Beacon, is the first of many organizations on 
the college campus that is going paperless due 
to cuts being made to several departments. 
Essentially, The Beacon will now only be 
available online.  
The college announced these program cuts just 
after The Beacon investigative team released 
an article claiming that the Northwestern 
administration is planning to replace these 
soon-empty classrooms with a large patch of 
grass and a weight room.  
“These are not renovations they are planning,” 
said editor of The Beacon, North Star. “They 
are constructing a whole new sporting center.” 
“It’s unnecessary, what’s worse is that 
student’s tuition dollars are going to these so-
called renovations.”
Northwestern’s president Greg Christy 
disagrees.
With The Beacon becoming paperless, the 
college may invest more money on important 
issues such as increasing advertisement of our 
sporting activities on campus,” Christy said. 
“After the The Beacon released fake news, we 
as an administration witnessed the paper lose its 
value. It is a lying machine constantly spewing 
deceit.”
The creation of the new facility is said to add 
more natural space on campus and to encourage 
students to go to the gym more often. 
“We are not constructing a sports center. We 
are reconstructing our building to promote a 
healthy lifestyle,” said Christy.  
The Beacon will be available online 
through a URL link located at the bottom of 
Northwestern’s college website. To find the 
link, click clicking values, then freedom, then 
opportunity and then truth. 
“By making us paperless, they are silencing 
us,” said Star. “They are essentially burying us.”
President Christy said, “They brought this on 
themselves.” 
Old copies of The Beacon that attacked 
Northwestern administration are being put in 
a bolted titanium room in Northwestern, away 
from the student body. 
“We believe in democracy, and that is why 
The Beacon still exists,” said Christy. “They 
can still practice their freedom of speech, but 
they do not need to infest people with their 
created facts and lies.”
Beacon readers have begun to complain and 
protest. 
“We call on other college press writers and 
editors to join us,” said freshman Heather Van 
de Smeer. 
The Beacon is not the only organization 
on Northwestern’s campus that is facing 
cuts. According to another document leaked 
from Christy’s desk, the “bookstore” will be 
converted into a Raider clothing store named 
Red or Dead.
Said Christy about the lead: “This is false 
new. Absolutely Fake. Even if we were to do so, 
we would do it to make Northwestern a great 
school, to allow students to get the best buck for 
their education.” 
One program that Northwestern cut 
altogether is the communications department. 
Consequently, the college will offer two 
new programs – a Bachelors in Soccer and a 
Bachelors in Football – in the fall of 2017.
“We are an innovative college,” said Christy. 
“We want to be the first college to offer students 
a new type of education, and regardless of 
what The Beacon thinks or writes, it’s With 
The Beacon becoming paperless, the college 
may invest more money on important issues 
such as increasing advertisement of our 
sporting activities on campus,” the President of 
Northwestern said, “it’s true.”
Northwestern’s going paperless
Photo Credit: Christian Manes
Photo Credit: Dordt College
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Most days, sophomore Amelia Engersma felt 
like she didn’t belong.
She started out her freshman year in Covenant 
Hall, third floor north. She and her roommate 
hardly fought, she figured out the best time to 
get a hot shower and she played her share of 
basement pool.
But something was wrong.
“I think it was a combination of the spacious 
rooms and nice basement that really set me off 
at first,” Engersma said. “It was too perfect.”
While everyone around her basked in the 
glory of Covenant Hall, she just couldn’t get 
into it. Other girls relished the long walks to 
their classes. She didn’t. Other girls loved the 
party-oriented basement. She didn’t.
When winter set in and made her morning 
walk treacherous, her frustration and feeling of 
being out of place grew. Her friends noticed her 
struggles and encouraged her to talk with the 
on-campus counselors.
“She was not in a good place,” said Engersma’s 
ex-roommate Charlotte Peterson. “You could 
just tell.”
It took Engersma a long time to figure out the 
problem, but once she did, she couldn’t believe 
she hadn’t seen it earlier.
“I was a Covey girl on the outside,” she said, 
“but I wasn’t a Covey girl on the inside. I 
belonged in West.”
She spoke with her RA, Annie Sears, who then 
started Engersma on her life-changing journey 
across campus. Engersma has now moved into 
the close-knit West Hall and acclimated to her 
new living conditions.
“Every day, I’m more and more sure that I 
made the right choice,” Engersma said. “West 
has a great, cultish atmosphere, and they’ve 
even got a catchy slogan.”
To show her pride for her newly-discovered 
dorm orientation, Engersma had the words 
“West is Best” tattooed across her back.
Instead of feeling out of place as she did in the 
past, Engersma now enjoys the cramped living 
conditions and extra chores that accompany the 
West experience.
“Using public bathrooms in Covey just felt 
wrong,” she said. “Not cleaning sinks or toilets 
was too easy. Now that I’m in West, I get to leave 
passive aggressive notes for my roommates 
who don’t follow the cleaning schedule. Things 
are a lot better.” 
If you or someone you know is suffering from 
being placed in the wrong dorm, contact your 
RA or visit sevenminutewalk.com.





Art Attema and Stinky Pete
Jennifer Breems and the Librarian from Arthur
Mark Christians and Mr. Rogers
Jon DeGroot and Napoleon Dynamite
Dr. Davey Henreckson and Dr. Mike Janssen
Steve Holtrop and Lots-of-Huggin’
Janna Hulstien and Tour Guide Barbie
Ben Lappenga and Roger Federer 
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Dr. Josh Matthews and Mr. Otter
Dr. Mark McCarthy and Kermit the Frog
Duane Mulder and Carl from Up
Darlene Reichert and Daria
Jeff Schouten and Arthur from Arthur
Dr. Joel Sikkema and Leonardo DiCaprio
Dr. Channon Visscher and Trinity Christian College President Kurt 
Dykstra
Leah Zuidema and Brittany the Chipette
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Be Luke’s Bae
Meagan DeGraaf - Staff Writer
Ah yes, it’s that season again – that ring-
before-spring, senior-scramble, panicking-if-
you’re-single season. 
What a lovely time. 
And while there’s a lot of bliss and delight 
with what seems like daily engagements, it’s 
also a ghastly season of having to see every 
futile “ring before spring” attempt you could 
imagine.
At Dordt, a place where relationships are 
practically seen as a sixth pillar of Calvinism, 
it can be tough not to date. The real hardship, 
however, happens when you break up. Suddenly 
you’re confined to a small campus with only a 
few paths that lead from the classrooms to the 
residence halls and back. It’s hard to escape.
Imagine you’re walking down the sidewalk, 
innocently minding your own business on the 
way to class, when suddenly you see him. Crap. 
You try to glance around for someone to talk 
to or something to hide behind, but there’s no 
escape. The only hope you have is to pull out 
your phone and pretend you never saw your 
ex walking directly past you, while they do the 
same. Ultimately, though, it’s an impossible 
game to win.
But never fear! There is hope for those ex-
couples who tragically have entirely inverted 
schedules; there is in fact a way to hide from 
those people you once considered marrying but 
now can’t look in the eye.
One of the best ways to do avoid your ex is by 
drastically altering your schedule for walking 
How to avoid 
your ex on a 
tiny campus
Kyle Fosse - Staff Writer
The “new” Beauty and the Beast is now in 
theatres, at least, that’s what I’ve been told. 
When looked through my old VHS tapes, 
though, it turns out I already have it – so I gave 
it a watch.
I expected a new and original retelling, but 
was disappointed to find that the movie is 
remarkably similar to the classic I remember 
seeing as a child. Too similar, in my opinion. 
With recent remakes, Disney has tried to update 
their old films with new ideas – implementing 
cultural references, new characters and the 
occasional new song.
This film, however, felt exactly like the 
original. All the songs were the same, and none 
of the characterization was changed. I respect 
veteran actors like Ian McKellen (“The Da 
Vinci Code”) and Ewan McGregor (“Robots”), 
but they brought nothing new to the table, 
and their animations as a living clock and 
candlestick, respectively, were terrible for a 
live-action production.
According to the reviews, this “new” story 
follows Belle, played by Emma Watson (whom 
you may know from the 2014 film “Noah”) 
as she sacrifices herself to save her father and 
becomes entrapped by a prince-turned-beast.
In order to turn back into his handsome self, 
the prince must experience true love. But how 
could anyone ever love a beast? After enough 
time in the enchanted castle, Belle and the Beast 
begin to feel the spark of romance.
I have to commend the casting directors– 
Emma Watson looks remarkably like the Belle 
I remember. Having apparently undergone 
a remarkable makeup transformation, she 
will capture your attention with a heartfelt 
performance.
Also in the “new” film, the antagonist, Gaston, 
is played by Luke Evans, who has bulked up to 
almost cartoon proportions since “The Hobbit.” 
He’s joined by his now-infamous sidekick, 
LeFou, who caused a lot of stir for being cast 
by a taller actor.
Don’t get me wrong – Josh Gad is a fantastic 
comedic actor, but I think it would only be right 
to cast someone of the appropriate height to 
play this character. As is, it feels like the film 
is taking a stab at short people. That may have 
been funny twenty-five years ago, but it feels 
inappropriate in today’s political climate.
One other thing I didn’t like was the use of 
CGI – the whole movie looks almost animated. 
The battle sequences were particularly bad, with 
jerky movements, complemented by atrocious 
CG rain.
In the end, it was a fun film – at times, almost 
as good as the original. I just don’t think it’s 
a movie that needed to be remade. Had they 
switched things up a little, introduced some 
new characters, maybe changed someone’s 
motivation a little bit, it would have been more 
justifiable.
The result is an uninspired flick with an 
unoriginal storyline and no cultural voice. It’s 
lackluster, with poor performances and even 
worse CGI. Watson delivers some genuinely 
sweet moments, but on the whole, not enough 
to redeem this film.
I gave the original movie five stars, but this 
one only deserves two, in my book.
Beauty and the 
Beast – Tale as 
Old as Me
· Columns ·
Anna Veltkamp  - Staff Writer
What most people see when they see my 
service dog is a cute, fluffy puppy. What most 
people don’t realize, though, is that my dog is 
a tool. Ari is no different from a wheelchair for 
a handicapped individual, a cane for a blind 
individual, or an insulin pump for a diabetic. 
Ari garners more reactions than an object 
would, however. As such, I feel inclined to 
inform you about just a few of the comments 
– some of them unavoidable – as well as 
frequently awkward situations that I’ve been 
through as a handler: 
I don’t wear sunglasses anymore – too many 
people think I’m blind. Even if I’m texting 
while walking, I often hear passerby’s point out 
“the blind girl!” 
For a very long time, most people didn’t know 
my name – to this day, many people still know 
me as “the girl with the dog.” 
I deal with “puppy celebrity” attention daily. 
Even if people know my name, they will often 
say hi to Ari - and nothing to me. 
Life with a 
Service Dog
It’s senior year, and I have yet to find the love 
of my life at Dordt. I know that seems nearly 
impossible, and yet I am one of the few that has 
defied all odds and made it through almost four 
years without finding a bae.
I am using my rank on The Diamond to sneak 
this article into the paper. Ashley thought I 
was writing an article on the art of ‘Senior 
Scrambling’ and what it is like to be single. 
Well, I can tell you that singleness has its perks, 
but guess what—I’m sick of it. 
So here is my final, desperate attempt at 
finding love. If the girls shown receiving roses 
on the TV in SV 202 can find love, then I can 
too!
I am calling all single ladies to send their dating 
applications to my personal email, lkvnhzn@
dordt.edu or call my personal assistant at 867-
5309.
Before I get ahead of myself, a little about me:
I am a senior Communications major at Dordt 
College. I have never been in a relationship 
before, so you shouldn’t expect much. I am 
emotionally constipated so don’t expect much 
on that end either. I think I’m funny sometimes, 
but most people give me pity laughs, at minimal. 
My mom said I couldn’t come home unless I 
brought a girlfriend along. Don’t worry my fam-
jam is nice, so meeting them will be chill. My 
favorite thing to do is instigate random dance 
parties, so please be prepared to be thoroughly 
embarrassed when I break it down in front of 
the clock tower when the fly hymnz play every 
15 minutes.
Here are some requirements:
 • Must love Jesus.
 • Prefer the girl to be Dutch, but will 
settle for someone who can make some mean 
Oliebollen.
 • Must be fluent in movie quotes 
(especially Mean Girls).
 • Be willing to move out of Iowa. 
 • Must be shorter than me (I’m 5’10’’).
 • Instagram must be fire.
 • A minimum of five years of selfie 
experience.
 • Needs to be single.
 • Must have 10+ years as an 
experienced nap taker.
 • Organization skills, because I’m a 
hot, unorganized mess.
 • Has a Netflix account.
 • Can get down with their bad self on 
the dance floor.
 • Cannot like country music.
Please send in a resume and cover letter that’s 
lit. If it’s boring, then sorry – it’s not you, it’s 
your letter, but I have a lot of single roommates 
that I could refer you to. 
Ladies, send in your applications quick! 
Remember, I only have five weeks left until I 
graduate. 
It’s unavoidable that people will be surprised 
at the presence of a dog. I hear the whispers and 
I definitely feel all of the stares. But some people 
show more obvious reactions; for example, 
there are people who will stop, physically drop 
what they’re doing and very loudly yell “THEY 
ALLOW DOGS IN HERE?!” 
…After they realize Ari does indeed have a 
job, many say, “I wish my dog was a service 
dog!” 
You can train and certify your dog, I tell 
myself; absolutely. Step one, though, is to have 
a disability. Test that out first, before becoming 
the next person “with the dog!” 
Plenty of people have approached me with 
ideas about having “alternative” service 
animals, but I don’t think seeing-eye rabbits 
are possible, and a service wombat, well, they 
probably won’t work out well for any job, at all. 
I get compliments on Ari like he’s an 
accessory: “Nice dog.”, “Cool dog.” and “I like 
your dog.” It’s very nice of people to go out of 
their way to show that kindness, and I honestly 
appreciate the compliments. To be fair, though, 
I’m not quite sure how to respond, other than 
saying “I like him too.” 
I get dead dog stories. Now, I’m not saying 
I don’t feel for your loss – I do. I’ve lost pets 
before, I know it hurts. I won’t, however, be 
able to provide you the level of sympathy you 
want or need when I’m in the middle of a busy 
hallway. Nor, for that matter, do I really want to 
plan for Ari’s death at that moment. 
Because of my service dog, public restrooms 
are very public. According to Ari, the large 
space under the walls is for paying stall 
neighbors a friendly visit. 
Continuing the topic of bathrooms -- I’ve 
received countless questions about poop from 
people of all ages. Also, a fair number of people 
have mistaken his growling as a rumbling 
human stomach, or worse, flatulence. 
Don’t get me wrong -- I love Ari, and having 
a service dog is a privilege and a blessing. 
Awkward situations are inevitable, though, and 
the best way to get past embarrassment is to 
laugh about them.   
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to class. Tell yourself that it’s time you started 
taking initiative and concern in your classes, 
and as such you decided it would be intellectual 
of you to show up fifteen minutes early to class. 
No hidden agenda here, right? This lifestyle 
change can simultaneously cut down on the 
likelihood of seeing an ex on the sidewalk and 
raise your brown-nosing points.
A great strategy to ignore your ex after classes 
is to locate a lecture hall or big classroom 
nearby for you to sneak into until the coast is 
clear. Then you can sneak out when no one’s 
watching, like you had no idea that you were in 
the wrong classroom. How weird.
There are also a lot of hiding places on campus; 
you just have to seek them out. Bathrooms are 
always a perfect option and drinking fountains 
are a great option since they can hide your face 
and occupy you as long as you want. Simply 
redirect your former thirst for your ex to thirst 
for pure foundation water.
The prayer room is another perfect place 
to hide, as are most classrooms or offices, 
occupied or not. And if you’re approaching 
the horribly awkward staircase in the Campus 
Center that only fits one person at a time, the 
mailroom is always a great distraction. You’ve 
got to stay up-to-date on your mail, right? 
And if you’re outside, just forego the signs 
that prohibit entrance. Hop those construction 
fences. Sometimes avoiding an ex is more vital 
than avoiding safety hazards.
Photo Credit: CNBC
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Pippa Van Der Dordt – Staff Writer
Q: How did you decide on your signature 
style?
A: Ya know, that is a great question. I decided 
upon sweater vests when I wore one for the very 
first time. For a long time, everything in my 
being revolted at the idea of them, believe it or 
not. But then I went out on a limb and wore one 
to the interview I had for my current position. I 
thought, new job, new opportunity; I’m going 
to try a new look. After Dordt offered me the 
position, I realized that, in large part, I owed my 
new career to the professionalism of my sweater 
vest. I believe that’s really what helped me get 
the job. Sure, I was qualified and all that, but 
the sweater vest just really put me over the top. 
A: After that, I went with my now-classic 
sweater vest look for the first game I coached at 
Dordt, and from there it just kind of caught on. 
But you know how much of a standby it is for 
me now, and I believe the fans really count on 
me to wear a sweater vest week after week. On 
the rare occasion I don’t wear a sweater vest, I 
get to my office the next day with some angry 
Post-It Notes on my door. I’ve learned you’ve 
got to give the fans what they want. You’ve 
seen the cardboard cutouts of me that students 
have made, I’m sure. Those are pictures of me 
wearing a sweater vest. There’s no way I can 
go back on that now. I’ve built too firm of a 
sweater vest foundation to change now.
Q: So why sweater vests? Why not a classy 
vest or even a full-out sports coat?
A: I truly believe it’s because of the mobility 
my arms have when I wear sweater vests. I need 
to have my arms free to motion at players and 
direct them up and down the court. The sweater 
vest really just gives me the perfect opportunity 
to do so. It also keeps my torso warm and my 
arms free, and that’s a prime combination. I 
wear a long-sleeve shirt under my sweater vests 
to keep my arms warm, so there’s no need to 
have a full sweater. I would get too warm that 
way, ya know? So I guess the sweater vest is 
just the right combo of coolness, breathability 
and mobility.
Q: What would you like Diamond readers to 
know about your sweater vests?
A: You need to try one sometime. I don’t care 
if that’s now or sometime in your future career, 
but sometime you need to get one yourself. I 
can almost guarantee you that once you try one 
on, you’ll never go back to a regular sweater. 
I wish I wouldn’t have waited so long to try a 
sweater vest on for the first time; I could have 
found my signature style a long time ago. Better 
late than never, though, right?
Q: What do your players think of the sweater 
vests?
A: I think they really like them. There’s a 
lot of speculation in the locker room before 
game days on which sweater vest I’ll wear for 
any given game. Here, let me give you some 
exclusive insight: it’s usually a black one. If we 
have a rival game coming up, say Northwestern 
or Morningside or some team like that, I’ll be 
sure to wear one with a Dordt logo on the chest. 
I figure if players are adorning the Dordt logo, 
why shouldn’t I? I’m trying to get my players to 
wear sweater vests on game days to classes and 
such, but I can’t force them. This is something 
they have to come to on their own. Maybe 
someday, though. I can only hope.
Ross Douma: sweater vests 
101 Austin Hough – Staff Writer
The world of basketball has begun to develop 
theories of the scientific world for reasons not 
understood to most. It all started with some of 
the NBA’s top players coming out and saying 
that the world is flat, a crazy idea not discussed 
since 1492 when Columbus sailed the ocean 
blue.
Since sweeping the college arena, this theory 
left many students curious as to just what 
Dordt’s basketball team makes of the concept.
“The world is flat because the De Witt 
gymnasium floor is flat, and that wooden floor 
is the world. Therefore, the world must be flat,” 
said men’s basketball head coach Ross Douman. 
“To say it isn’t would be crazy… it would mean 
that the Defenders are either always running 
uphill or downhill and I never see that. So yeah, 
the world is flat.”
Players including Donny Voss also added their 
opinions about the theory. 
“How wouldn’t the world be flat?” Voss 
said. “If it weren’t, that would mean that every 
time I dribble the ball it would bounce at least 
somewhat horizontally, and that wouldn’t make 
sense to anyone.”
Among the basketball team were some who 
contacted the science department to confirm 
the validity of the theory. When the department 
responded with “Come again?” the three dots 
that the team members sent in reply caused the 
science professors to realized that the email 
wasn’t a joke. This awareness caused some 
embarrassment among the faculty.
“Well this is awkward,” said one science 
professor to another, both of whom wish to 
remain anonymous.
Several professors tried to explain just what 
it means to be flat to the basketball team. They 
apologized for the misunderstanding, but said 
they couldn’t be responsible for the gap in the 
men’s elementary school education.
The matter traveled to the theology department 
in hopes of clarification. Theology professor 
Mark Van Robertson gave his best response. 
Douman’s use of deductive reasoning baffled 
him.
“God made the world round, not flat,” said 
Van Robertson. “There is earth, the universe 
and heaven and hell. We really don’t understand 
what you’re asking. Have you asked the science 
department?”
An anonymous student even tried to argue this 
topic in his Core 110 speech class. He was told 
it wouldn’t be a suitable topic because it wasn’t 
arguable to his intended audience. 
The truth of this theory remains a mystery to 
many Dordt basketball players. For them, the 
earth will continue to be flat until it is proved 
otherwise, or the De Witt is rounded.
THE WORLD IS FLAT?!
Xander York – Staff Writer
All aboard!
Dordt College football is turning its social 
media trends into reality.
Twitter followers of Dordt Football, Aaron 
Bingo, Joe Bennett and other Defender staff are 
familiar with certain hashtags and social media 
trends, such as #PTP, #IndustryStandard and 
#Locomotion.
One of those social media trends is becoming 
a Dordt College reality.
“We just thought about what #Locomotion 
means and how we could use that message 
beyond social media to continue to turn Dordt 
football into an #IndustryStandard program,” 
said Head Coach Joe Bennett.
Defender football is transforming 
#Locomotion into #Locomotive. This time, 
instead of using Twitter, Dordt will use a real 
locomotive.
The journey from #Locomotion to 
#Locomotive is an interesting trip, one that 
started online and culminated into a trip to 
North Carolina.
“I was bored in between NCAA Tournament 
games and Oregon didn’t play until later that 
night, so I just started scrolling through the 
LetGo app,” said offensive coordinator Aaron 
Bingo. “That’s where I saw her.”
Bingo discovered a unique option for sale 
on LetGo: a train. Such a distinct item for 
sale caught Bingo’s eye, especially because 
the machine was being sold at the fair price of 
$15,000. Unable to get the locomotive off his 
mind, Bingo mentioned it during a coaches 
meeting the following day.
What started as an interesting fact turned into 
a serious discussion: could Dordt actually use 
this train to its advantage?
The coaches meeting quickly turned into a 
planning event, one in which three phone calls 
were placed: one to the Dordt Business Office, 
one to Athletic Director Glen Douma and one to 
Kevin Lemming, the owner of the locomotive.
Getting the support of Dordt College was the 
easy part.
“Getting the $15,000 took one phone call,” 
Bennett said. “With our football program 
owning an actual locomotive, recruiting top-
flight athletes should be easier than ever. And 
earning $15,000 is easy when you increase 
student tuition each year.”
Convincing Lemming to part ways with 
his locomotive proved more difficult than 
anticipated. Lemming got cold feet before the 
deal was finalized, forcing Bingo and Bennett 
to visit him in North Carolina to make one last 
pitch.
After three days of meetings and four different 
occasions of drafting deals, Bingo and Bennett 
closed the deal with Lemming.
In return for ownership of the locomotive, 
Lemming received $16,373.89 and a lifetime 
season pass to Dordt College football games.
“[Lemming] was a lot harder to convince than 
I thought [he would be],” Bingo said. “But I’m 
the best we’ve got to offer when it comes to 
recruiting, and there’s no deal I can’t close.”
Bingo and Bennett intend on returning to 
campus on March 30 with the locomotive 
in tow. Dordt plans to place the locomotive 
adjacent to the football locker rooms, where its 
horn will replace the cannon that is fired when 
the Defenders score.
Dordt Football Turns 
#Locomotion into Actual 
Locomotive
· Sports ·
Pippa Van Der Dordt – Staff Writer
The whole nation is now watching Dordt 
College pop up on their Twitter feeds thanks 
to freshman Wilhelmina Van Vander Baan. 
Van Vander Baan is one of the only people in 
the country to have a perfect March Madness 
bracket this far in the tournament, and the 
success of her bracket has led to her being 
interviewed on national television by ESPN and 
CBS Sports.
“This is just, like, very unexpected to me,” 
Van Vander Baan said.
Van Vander Baan said the secret to her 
successful pickings is that she based them on 
the overall attractiveness of the players. She 
said she looked up the rosters of most of the 
mainstream teams and went from there. This 
strategy seems to have worked out well for her.
“Oh yeah, I totz mcgoatz looked up pics of 
the players,” Van Vander Baan said. “How else 
would you expect me to fill out a bracket? I 
know nothing about basketball. I barely know 
anything about college. LOLZ.”
When ESPN heard about Van Vander Baan 
and her perfect bracket, they sent a camera crew 
out to Sioux Center to interview her. Van Vander 
Baan was reportedly “supes confused” as to 
why “sportsball people” wanted to talk to her 
so badly. She forgot that she had even filled out 
and submitted a bracket, and then was reminded 
by her roommate that, at the beginning of the 
month, she completed a bracket as part of a 
wing event. 
Soon after ESPN’s departure, CBS Sports 
arrived to interview the freshman. 
Van Vander Baan did not know what to do 
with her newfound fame.
“I think I may have to hire people to protect 
me soon,” Van Vander Baan said. “What are 
those people called? Like, body protectors or 
something?”
The greater campus community has enjoyed 
having ESPN on campus, and naturally students 
have tried to get their ten seconds of fame on 
camera. Dordt administration has a difference 
response, however, and administrators are 
looking forward to having campus settle down 
soon.
“We’re very proud of Wilhelmina and what she 
has accomplished – regardless of intentions,” 
Dordt College President Erik Hoekstra said. 
“However, I think we are all ready for campus 
to return to its usual serenity and to get back to 
people not knowing what Dordt is.”
Freshman gets ‘totz mcgoatz’ 
Madness bracket
Photo Credit: Kyle Fosse
Contributed Photo
Contributed Photo












































Xander York – Staff Writer
One of the winningest classes in Dordt 
baseball history continues to make headway in 
new areas – this time in the professional realm.
Five Major League Baseball scouts have 
visited Dordt baseball practice within the 
past two weeks. The Arizona Diamondbacks, 
Minnesota Twins, San Diego Padres, Oakland 
Athletics and Tampa Bay Rays sent team 
personnel to Dordt’s campus for player 
evaluation.
Swiftly-changing Midwest weather meant 
the scouts missed opportunities to see Dordt’s 
senior class in action, but two scouts have 
already expressed interest in returning in 
April based on what they saw during Dordt’s 
practices.
“Two of Dordt’s seniors, their starting 
shortstop and one of their pitchers, really stuck 
out,” said Oakland Athletics scout David Horst. 
“I’ll definitely be back to check those two out.”
“We’ve had a rough couple of seasons in 
Minnesota, but if what I saw from shortstop 
Cameron Drake in practice translates onto the 
diamond, he’s got a real shot at getting drafted,” 
said Minnesota Twins Scouting Director Sean 
Jonathan. 
The added attention is a new experience 
for many Defender baseball athletes. Most 
players are doing everything they can to avoid 
embarrassing themselves when the scouts are 
around.
“I come from Denver, so I’m used to a bunch 
of people watching me play baseball, but to 
have actual MLB teams represented on your 
campus is incredible,” said junior catcher Josh 
“Veezy” Eps. “I hope I do enough to bring them 
back when I’m a senior.”
Other players, most notably Drake, are 
immune to the extra attention and pressure.
“I’m the all-time career hits leader in Dordt 
baseball history, so I’m used to the attention,” 
Drake said. “I create pressure for other teams.” 
“These MLB scouts don’t bring pressure to 
us; I put the pressure on them to draft me before 
someone else does,” Drake said.
Drake, while bringing the most scouts to 
Dordt, isn’t the only senior getting looks. Smyly 
Hopkin and Jake Taylor have equally impressed 
over the past week.
“We haven’t had a chance to check Hopkin 
or Taylor out yet, but from the tape and box 
scores we’ve been looking at, those two guys 
can ball,” said Bill Stonehelm, Senior Advisor 
of Baseball Operations for the Los Angeles 
Angels of Anaheim.
MLB teams continue to talk about Dordt’s 
hidden wealth of individual talent, so much so 
that it’s affecting the home life of Head Coach 
Jeff Scholten.
“My wife yells at me if I don’t put my phone 
on mute when I get home from work,” Scholten 
said. “I keep reminding her that this is the price 
you pay for recruiting such talent.”
Baseball’s Elite Senior Class 
Catches MLB Eyes
Zircon Writer – Staff Writer
Remember those good ole days when you 
lived on the farm and wrestled those family 
pigs every day? I don’t. But if you do there is 
good news for you, because there is a new sport 
on campus for you to express those physical 
muscles once again. As starting in 2017-2018 
Dordt college will be starting a men’s wrestling 
program. It will first start out as a club sport, 
then work it self into a full varsity sport that will 
have scholarship opportunities. 
 The sport will compete against all of the 
normal GPAC conference opponents, and 
whoever wants to face them. The team will start 
its recruiting process as soon as possible. This 
summer they will be holding try outs. However, 
they will not be a normal try outs.
 The tryouts will first take place by having 
its new members run in garbage bags for a total 
of 10  miles out and back from campus. After 
the run they will bike out to the Dordt farm in a 
black jumpsuit to lose an extra 5 pounds. When 
they get there they will have to get a bit dirty; 
they will have to wrestle mother pigs away from 
their young. Then they will have to catch an 
oiled piglet that will be running around the barn 
with no barriers. First one to catch the slippery 
piglet will receive the first scholarship. 
 The athletic director said “This is a great 
opportunity for our college to continue to grow 
our roots in the right ways. The try out methods 
might seem a little odd for those not from 
around here but we all grew up doing these sorts 
of things in the Midwest” 
 He continued to add this about finding a 
coach “I believe I will find a coach very shortly. 
There is a priest in Mexico that I have been in 
contact with who has a passion for Christianity 
and wrestling. He told me his wrestling name is 
Nacho Libre” 
 The new sport will begin a life that Dordt has 
never seen before on campus and give a brand 
new perspective to the athletic community in 
the ways they train. 
From farm hobby to collegiate 
sport
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